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Smokey Bear & Smokejumpers

RAPID CITY, SD - The Journey Museum and Learning Center is excited to announce a collaboration 
with the South Dakota Wildland Fire Division in a special event titled “Smokey Bear & Smokejumpers” 
on May 2 in celebration of  Wildfire Awareness Month. 

“Smokey Bear & Smokejumpers” will begin at 4 p.m. on May 2 at The Journey Museum & Learning Center. In this 
Wildfire Awarenss Month Kick-off  Event, Smokey Bear will be in attendance to entertain guests during the open 
house/social hour and at 5:30 p.m., former smokejumper Jared Hohn will give a special presentation on “The Life 
of  a Smokejumper” and show a cool video from the perspective of  a smokejumper. Hohn’s talk is geared toward 
the ten and up range but all are invited to enjoy his experience. 

Smokejumping was first proposed in 1934 by T.V. Pearson, the Forest Service Intermountain Regional Forester, as a 
means to quickly provide initial attack on forest fires. By parachuting in, self-sufficient firefighters could arrive fresh 
and ready for the strenuous work of  fighting fires in rugged terrain. The smokejumper program began in 1939 as an 
experiment in the Pacific Northwest Region, and the first fire jump was made in 1940 on Idaho’s Nez Perce 
National Forest in the Northern Region. In 1981, the first woman smokejumper in the nation successfully 
completed the training program at the McCall Smokejumper Base in Idaho.

Today, Smokejumpers are a national resource. Jumpers travel all over the country, including Alaska, to provide 
highly-trained, experienced firefighters and leadership for quick initial attack on wildland fires in remote areas. Fire 
fighting tools, food and water are dropped by parachute to the firefighters after they land near the fire, making them 
self-sufficient for the first 48 hours. Smokejumpers work from about June 1 through October.

Smokejumper duties can be hazardous and extremely arduous. They must have extensive previous experience in 
wildland firefighting, and be skilled in using the tools of  the trade. Smokejumpers must be in excellent physical 
condition and possess a high degree of  emotional stability and mental alertness. There are also some height, weight 
and health requirements.

Smokey Bear will also be in attendance for Toddler Tuesday on May 3 at 10:30 a.m. Toddler Tuesday is FREE with regular 
museum admission or with a Family Membership. Recommended for ages 2-5; all children must be accompanied by an adult.

For more details about this event or other items, call (605) 394-6923 or email visserv@journeymuseum.org. 

The Journey Museum & Learning Center was established in 1997 and is conveniently located in downtown Rapid 
City at 222 New York St, 2 blocks east of  the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center right across from the Club for Boys. 
Make sure to visit www.journeymuseum.org to find additional schedule information and be sure to ‘like’ us on 
Facebook!
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